
Challenges and Changes at Heritage Lakes
Open Board Positions to Fill 
Halloween Party Spooktacular Success
Upcoming Events for November/December
November 18th Golf Tournament and more!
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This Month’s Issue 

Challenges and Changes at Heritage Lakes 
by the Heritage Lakes HOA Board

Wow! We are certainly zooming through the year! This 
is a good time to provide information for our neighbors 
who are new and those that have been here for many 
years.

Our community was starting to be established in 1999 and 
we were þnally built out to 592 homes earlier this year. Up 
until 2006, the board was composed of representatives 
of the builder.   Residents were involved þrst, on an 
advisory committee to the board and then last year a 
part of a transition committee. Throughout the 6 years 
leading up to 2006, the builder controlled the board 
and the management company.  SBB management 
reported to the board with not many decisions being 
made with input from our community.

Suddenly, at the beginning of this year we had an 
elected homeowner board and happily 3 of the current 
board members were elected that were on the 2005 
transition committee to carry forward information that 
is important to our community (2 of us are up for re-
election opportunity in 2007 and 3 in 2008).

Our association is set up with a board of 5 people 
who has the assistance of a property manager, SBB 
Management. SBB is responsible for the common area, 
enforcing the CC&R, managing the clubhouse staff, 
and dealing with all sub-contractors. Since our board is 
all residents and volunteers, relying on SBB to manage 
our HOA is most important. Our board is charged with 
the responsibility to be fair and balanced in our decisions 
and to advise on managing our budget of about 1 
million dollars. (continued on pg. 4)

VIRTUAL TOWN HALL MEETING 
LIVE DECEMBER 11

Post your questions by 
November 27 at

www.heritagelakes-hoa.org
Click Residents, then Virtual Town Hall

Holiday Light 
Contest

Decorate away 
and have all your 

decorations up 
and lit by Friday, 
December 8th.  

Judging will occur 
the evening 12/8 
with the winners 

announced at the 
Holiday Party on 

Saturday, 
December 9th.

HOA Annual Election Coming - 
January 2007

The Nominating Committee is seeking Heritage Lakesõ 
homeowners to be candidates for the HOA board. 
The terms of two board members expire this year.  
Candidates will be competing for one of these two 
positions. (continued on pg. 5)
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special 
2-month 
edition

Volunteer Drive 2007

We have made it easier 
than ever to volunteer for 
committees and events! 

Starting January 2007 we 
are launching the:

ôCARING COMMUNITYõ 
webpage that will 
list each volunteer 
opportunity, hours need 
to participate and online 
sign-ups!  
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The following 
individuals offered 
time and services 
to help make 
the party a huge 
success: 

Charlene Stepien
Alvin & Paula 
Huerta
Alec Huerta
Patrick Wilson
Roger Winslow
Celia Grundle
Sandy Mellone
Donna Nazarenus
Terri Hall Egstad
Julie Randall
Deborah Caroll
Tiffany M. Burns
Amanda Olson
Ayala Hassell
Shanyn Arbuckle
Amy Koster
Jennifer Palmer
Garrett Lechter

Special thanks to the 
community Block Captains for 
getting the party information 
ÿ yers out to residents.

Anna Marie Franco
Barbara Scoggins
Carrol Carr
Christy Wagner
Debra Carroll
Fabie Gregoro
Diane Rogers
Fran Wilson
Jennifer James
Jennifer Perry
Jennifer Razazadeh
Joanne Boyce
Kristin Kloss
Lisa Brezgiel
Shanna Keaveny
Shanyn Arbuckle
Shelli Dodge
Stacy Larson
Susan Bellson
Trisha Skoogs

HALLOWEEN PARTY A SPOOKTACULAR SUCCESS



The Heritage Lakes Herald | November/December 2006 The Heritage Lakes Herald | November/December 20063

Dear Neighbors:

The Social Committee would 
like to thank everyone that 
helped make the Halloween 
Party a tremendous success.  
Several hundred residents 
showed up, and all the 
children left with happy 
smiles.  Please see the 
wonderful pictures below.

This party was successful 
because of the volunteer 
efforts and candy donations 
that we received from the 
community.  We thank you so 
much, and we want to share 
your kindness with the entire 
community.  

Sincere Thanks,

The Social Committee

Fran Wilson
Kristin Kloss
Carol Carr
Barbara Scoggins
Tori Masters
Shelli Dodge
Becky Range
Leslie Rolandt
Diane Rogers

The following individuals 
donated candy bags (we 

received over 150 bags).  Some 
folks did not get a chance to 

sign the candy list, so we canõt 
include your names.  

Warmest thanks to those 
anonymous folks.

Charlotte & Anthony Marbury
Paula & Alvin Huerta

Amanda Hassell
Liliana Estiackl

Paula Bourdreaux
Charlene Stepien

Vita Hung
Heidi Johnson

Amanda Hassell
Maddie Hassell
Mellisa Banzhof
Vanessa Bland

The Geargeos Family
Oscar & Cindy Ramirez

Adrian Johnson
The Rolond Family

Dicia Sampson
Min Lyu & Wei Dong

Chandra Brown & Dean Jones
Amitha Pai
Amy Kester

Jennifer Razazadeh
Julie Seybold

Joanne Boycd
Tem Egstad

Wendi Rimbrell
Robert & Suzanne Hernandez

Wendy Meinties
Cuilin Ago Maholansan

Tyler, Michael, Jack
Shannon Strawbum

Nora Werner
Majdosleer Geargeos

Barbie Chandler
Elaine Herr

Brad Knowles
Roger Winslow

Ingrid Lynch
Ed Blanco

RESIDENT VOLUNTEERS MAKE ôBOOõLICIOUS PARTY 
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Challenges and Changes at 
Heritage Lakes 
(continued from pg. 1)

Of course, with 592 homes and many people 
in our community, our board needs help. 
We have several committees that are also 
comprised of volunteers. Each committee 
makes recommendations to the board and 
the board needs to make the decisions related 
to the recommendations of the committees 
(we still could use more volunteers).

In addition, each board member is a liaison 
to one or more committees, as a liaison the 
board member brings committee ideas to the 
board and provides information about the 
recommendation.

This year a lot of learning has been going on. 
Our board is learning how to work together; we 
are also getting to understand how to work with 
SBB; and we are learning how important timely 
decisions are for the good of the community. 
We do have to make some tough decisions 
related to things like CC&R, delinquent HOA 
dues, policies regarding lawn maintenance, 
and many other important matters. Our board 
meetings are held monthly and sometimes go 
on for 4 or 5 hours making important decisions 
for our community and reviewing feedback 
from the community.  In addition, we have to 
prepare for the board meetings and answer 
questions about committees that we are a 
liaison for, as well as, answering questions from 
residents which also takes time.

We have had many events each year and 
yet this year we will have T.G.I.F. starting up 
again, a fall festival, a few golf tournaments, 
holiday celebration in December and a gala 
New Years Eve party.  Please take the time to 
get involved with your community and assist 
with the planning and the implementation of 
these events.  Additionally, review the website 
and mark your calendars for these events.  The 
community events are a wonderful opportunity 
to get out and meet your neighbors.  There are 
many great people living in this community 
and we should welcome the opportunity to 
get to know them. 

We expect 2007 to be an exciting year with 
many great events while working toward 
keeping our community safe, prosperous, and 
a fun place for our families and children to 
enjoy!

Attention 
Party Planners
Attention All Party 
Planners: Volunteer 
Opportunities

We need your help planning upcoming parties.  
Your contribution will make a tremendous and positive 
impact on our entire neighbourhood.  And it wonõt take 
a lot of your time.  Without volunteers, we will have to 
cancel community events.  There are only seven members 
on the Social Committee planning events for residents in 
nearly 600 homes.  We canõt do it without your help!
 
If you are interested in joining the Social Committee or 
volunteering for selected events, please contact Fran 
Wilson at fmwilson@grandecom.net.  Your time and 
dedication to making our community the BEST in Frisco is 
tremendously appreciated!

Celebrate TGIF Every Month!
Beginning November 3, 2006, you can enjoy 

TGIF parties at the clubhouse on the þrst Friday 
of every month.  TGIF events are adult-only 
parties that give residents an opportunity to 
visit with neighbors and meet new friends. 

Babysitting will be available in the craft room 
at $5 per child.  

Bring a small appetizer to share and 
your own drinks.

Next TGIF Events
Friday, November 3
Friday, December 1

Friday, January 6
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Heritage Lakes is governed by a Board of Directors elected by the 
homeowners.  These 5 volunteers determine the amount of your homeowner 
dues, how money is spent, architectural guidelines, committee formation, 
common area improvements, maintenance, and everything else related to 
the operation of the Heritage Lakes HOA.  

The Board of Directors is comprised of 5 members elected by the homeowners.  
All 5 members have equal status and authority, regardless of title.  Current 
Board positions include: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Member-at-large.  After the election, the three existing members and two 
newly elected members determine, within the board, who will have what 
responsibility.  

Currently, the Board is comprised of Barbie Chandler, Roberta Bohnet, Diane 
Rogers, Dr. Laurie Rilling, and Tony Petrone.  Mr. Petrone and Dr. Rillingõs terms 
end after this year.

Any homeowner in good standing is eligible to run for the Board. 

Candidate information packets are available! Contact Dudley Wilson, 
Nominating Committee Chairman via email at dudley@grandecom.net, or 
call 972-668-3283.

Co-Ed Tournament (Guys & Girls)
Start Time 9:00 a.m.
Casual and Fun Tournament | No entry fee required |Callaway scoring system 
Sign up at clubhouse so we know how many people to plan for 
There will be prizes if we can track some down! 
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Co-Ed Tournament (Guys & Girls)
GOLF TOURNAMENT | Saturday, November 18, 2006

Your Golf Committee is 
looking to plan a Spring 

Fishing Tournament.  Look 
for details in the coming 

months. How big a Bass can 
be pulled out of the Lakes 

in our community?   This 
should be a fun event for 

the whole family.
Stay tuned for more details!  

Residents Enjoy Night Golf 
Danny Carr, Golf Committee

The Heritage Lakes Golf Committee held its 
annual òNightó Golf Tournament on October 12. 
The crowd was small but those who played had 
a great time. Did you know that ònight golfó is 
played with regular white plastic golf balls?  But 
the trick is to insert a glow stick so that it glows 
in the dark.  The holes are also lit with glow sticks 
on the ÿ ag and in the cup. It takes an extra club 
to drive the ball the same distance. Like all golf, 
itõs fun to play and compete as a group. Next 
year, we hope to have a lot more neighbors 
enjoying the fun!

Rise to the 
Challenge! 
We Need 

YOU!
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Over 50 Group òSwing Night A Swinging Successó
Diane Rogers

The Heritage Lakesõ Over 50 Groupõs 
August Event was highlighted 
by the appearance of the Frisco 
Jazz Band.  Beginning at 7pm and 
until 10pm, the group danced 
and moved to the music.  Band 
member and resident Dan Grundl 
(wearing the red hat) helped bring 
this prestigious and talented group 
to Heritage Lakes for an evening of 
great entertainment.  

A variety of performers, including 
a vocalist and Brazilian guitar 
player entertained during band 
intermissions, so the music played 
on and on.

The evening was dedicated to one of our own, Frank Mellone, who passed away suddenly on 
August 4 of this year.  A cellist and pianist performed òJesu, Joy of Manõs Desiringó in Frankõs 
memory. Frank was our friend, neighbor and a talented musician in his own right. His music lives 
on in our hearts.

One Manõs Trash Is Another Manõs Treasure: 
Fall Garage Sale
Fran Wilson

The Fall Garage Sale was a huge success!  The Social 
Committee worked very hard to generate trafþ c for 
a great sale, such as newspaper advertisements, a 
mention in Matt LaFattaõs newsletter and Frisco Online, 
and strategic signage placement throughout the 
community.  

For the þ rst time, residents had the opportunity to display 
their sale items at the Clubhouse parking lot.  More than 
40 residents reserved these locations.  Their feedback 
so positive that itõs something we will deþ nitely do in 
the future.  These spots will be offered on a þ rst-come, 
þ rst-served basis. Residents who live in the back part 
of the neighborhood should take advantage of this 
opportunity to gain more visibility for their items.

Fall Festival - CANCELLED
The Fall Festival has been cancelled due to lack of volunteers to assist with this event.  Please 
volunteer your time to assist with these functions so that future events are not cancelled.  These 
events do not take a lot of involvement and are a great way to meet other homeowners.

Upcoming Community Events
Holiday Party with Santa
Saturday, December 9, 2006
Details TBD - CHECK WEBSITE for more details

Adult Only New Yearõs Eve Party
Sunday, December 31, 2006
Details TBD -  CHECK WEBSITE for more details
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The Pool Committee Thanks You!
Dudley Wilson

This year the Pool Committee has been blessed with the volunteer support of a number of Heritage Lakesõ 
residents.  Nicole Dobry, John Kuers, Alvin Huerta, Suzanne Ringo, Darlene Yoquelet, Shirley Wrye, and 
Dudley Wilson all had some part in this yearõs committee.  The Board Liaison Roberta Bohnet has also been 
instrumental in implementation of our efforts.

A few of the items we have addressed this season are:
Å Pool rules
Å Trash schedules
Å Trash can placement
Å Number of trash cans
Å Repair and number of chairs
Å New signs
Å Old sign removal
Å Awareness campaigns aimed at keeping the pool open and clean from fecal contamination
Å The òred buttonó on the hot tub causing unnecessary repair costs to the community, and
Å A study to determine the need to control access from non-residents

All of these issues may seem mundane to you, but they are necessary to insure a pleasant and cost effective 
experience for the homeowners of Heritage Lakes.  (Besides, someone has to do itéright?)

So here we are at the end of the pool season and we wanted to say thank you to the community.  So here 
goes:  Thank you for following the pool rules, helping us to control costs to the HOA, keeping your children 
safe, and for providing inputs to the committee to help make Heritage Lakes a better and safer community.

If you have issues you wish addressed to make the pool area even better next year, please email 
dudley@grandecom.net, or speak with any of the volunteers listed above. 
  
It has been a pleasure serving you!

Automotive Corner: What Do the Lights on Your Dashboard Indicator Mean?
Scott Stepien

Did you know that one of the most misunderstood 
dash warning lights is the òCheck Engineó light?  
Usually yellow, this is an indicator of a stored trouble 
code in your carõs computer system. A steady 
light could mean a faulty sensor, loose gas cap, or 
something that needs attention soon. Most service 
facilities have scanners to plug into your onboard diagnostic system to retrieve stored codes. 

Cars built since 1996 have what the government has mandated, a system called OBDII. Emission testing 
stations use this OBDII to test your engineõs emission system. Many General Motors vehicles with ON STAR can 
diagnose the codes for you. A ÿ ashing òCheck Engineó light might indicate a fouled spark plug causing an 
engine misþ re which not only wastes gas, but could ruin your catalytic converter. 

Let us not forget that an illuminated oil light or hot temperature light means pull over and shut off the car now 
or be prepared for a major expense. A battery light means the charging system is not recharging the battery 
and will soon go dead, causing the car to stop.

32 Currently on the Market for Sale
  1  Closing Date Pending
  3 SOLD!
  4 Expired (Did NOT Sell)
  7 Currently on the Market for Lease
  0    Leased in September

The Market: Real Estate Values for the Month of September
Carol Carr

Averages of the Homes that SOLD
BR Baths   SF      List Price    SOLD Price    Days on Market  $/ SqFt      SP % LP
4    3          2890   $287,300    $286,167         68             99               100
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Habitat Certiþcation for the Heritage Lakes Community by Julie DiVitto

As long as I can remember, Iõve loved nature and the outdoors.  I enjoy watching birds come to our feeders 
in the backyard and get a drink from the birdbath.  Occasionally a couple of birds would make themselves 
at home in a nesting box built by my oldest son, which becomes a lot more exciting to watch than TV.  Itõs 

extremely exciting if you have a wreath hanging on your 
glass storm door and a robin decides itõs a great place 
to build a nest.  The best part was that the wreath was 
hung at just the right height for us to be able to observe 
the mother and father birds through the peephole of the 
door.  We could quietly see how they build the nest, sit 
on the eggs, feed the babies, and they didnõt even know 
we were there.  It was magical to see how fascinated the 
kids were by all of this.
 
As our world gets smaller and smaller, thereõs less room for 
natural animal habitats.  It would be a shame if children 
could never see nature up close and appreciate the 
simple pleasure of sitting quietly, observing the beautiful 
wildlife that share this world with us humans.

I have enjoyed watching Animal Planet television 
programs in the past, but one in particular really speaks to 
me.  Itõs òBackyard Habitat,ó hosted by Dave Mizejewski, 
a naturalist with the National Wildlife Federation, and 
Molly Pesce, an outdoor enthusiast.  It airs Monday 
through Friday at 8am CT and Sundays at 6am CT.  
The program demonstrates how almost any backyard 
can provide for and sustain wildlife that is native to 
your particular area.  The basic necessities needed to 
attain habitat certiþcation are sources of food, water, 
shelter, and a place for wildlife to raise their young.  The 
Heritage Lakes community has already met all of these 
requirements and has been newly certiþed as an ofþcial 
Backyard Wildlife Habitat.

Since my family and I have lived here at Heritage Lakes, 
we have enjoyed bird and duck watching.  We have 
released painted lady butterÿies near the front of the 
clubhouse.  We have used our binoculars to identify 
some of the birds and ducks that stop here along their 
migration routes.  A book about birds is a great tool to 
have handy as well as a good digital camera so you 
can take a picture of a bird that you canõt identify.  That 
way you can look up the species when you get home 
as you download the digital images of the birds on your 
computer.

Iõve known for a long time that Heritage Lakes is a natural 
gem, now everyone else will know, too.  Who else besides 

me thinks that the Heritage Lakes mascot should be our handsome resident great blue heron? To view more 
information about òBackyard Habitató presented by the National Wildlife Federation, visit www.nwf.org/
backyard.
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Tournament 
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Heritage Lakes Homeowners Association Calendar 
Contact The Clubhouse for more details on any of the events below at: 972-668-2929 
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(7-10 pm) BYOB 
 
1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 
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HOLIDAY PARTY 
Details TBD 
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Over 50 Group – 
Holiday Gathering 
and Ornament 
Exchange 
 
15 

16 First Day of 
Hannukah 

17 18 19 20 
21  
First Day of Winter 22 23 

24 
NEW YEARS EVE 
PARTY at The 
Clubhouse 
31 New Year’s Eve 25 Christmas 

26 First Day of 
Kwanzaa 27 28 29 30 
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Heritage Lakes Homeowners Association Calendar 
Contact The Clubhouse for more details on any of the events below at: 972-668-2929 


